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Property Background

From the 1880s to 1960s, a succession of small lumber
mills operated on the former Hamilton Mill property (the
Property). These mills supported the local economy for
many years and were central to the City of Stanwood (the
City) community. The Property has remained largely vacant
since the 1960s.
The City purchased the Property in 2014 for redevelopment
and reuse as a public park. The City obtained funding
from an Integrated Planning Grant (IPG) administered by
the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology)
to understand the environmental, cultural, and physical
conditions influencing redevelopment of the Property.
These funds were used for park design and studies needed
to characterize and revitalize this historic property for the
community of Stanwood.
A waterfront park and boat launch will provide the
community a much-needed resource and construction is
anticipated to begin in 2021.

Property Information
Address:

26810 98th Avenue NW
Stanwood, WA

Ownership:

City of Stanwood

Size:

2.01 acres

Zoning:

General Industrial

Current
Condition:

Vacant, with a 150-foot-tall concrete
smokestack and a former refuse burner

The Hamilton Property
Redevelopment Plans
The City is redeveloping the Property as a park in coordination with the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW). A WDFW boat launch will extend from the northwest corner of the
Property to the Stillaguamish River, providing public access to the river and Puget Sound. The
Property is adjacent to downtown Stanwood and will support revitalization of the downtown
waterfront. The City used Ecology IPG funds to support permitting, community outreach, and
redevelopment plans, which were critical to the park design process.
A key element of the park design is to preserve and integrate historical features, including the
Hamilton Mill smokestack. The smokestack has been an iconic community feature for decades, and it
is decorated with Christmas lights for the holidays.
The former refuse burner, located just southeast of the smokestack, will be filled and converted
into a viewing platform, where the public can overlook the Stillaguamish River and the Olympic
Mountains.
Through close coordination between the City, Ecology, and multiple stakeholders, all activities
necessary prior to the planned construction date were completed on time.

The Hamilton Property
Studies Supporting Redevelopment
IPGs from Ecology provide local governments
the unique opportunity to position Brownfield
properties for redevelopment and reuse.
The City was able to utilize IPG funds to prepare
environmental, cultural resource, wetland,
and structural assessments in preparation for
redevelopment and park construction.
The Cultural Resources Assessment supported
the development of an inadvertent discovery
plan for sampling activities and informed a
modified sample boring approach, developed in
coordination with the Washington Department
of Archaeology and Historic Preservation.

The Wetland Assessment concluded that
upland and riverine wetlands are present on
the Property, as shown in the figure below.
The wetland assessment informed the City
and WDFW park design and supported the
permitting for construction.
The Structural Assessment was vital for
evaluating the safety and structural stability
of the Hamilton Mill smokestack, which is the
central feature of interest for the park. The
structural assessment provided repair and
retrofit considerations for the smokestack and
former refuse burner.

The Hamilton Property
Environmental Assessment
With support from Ecology, the City completed
a focused environmental investigation (FEI) to
evaluate potential releases to the environment
from former lumber mill operations and refuse
burning at the Property and support a biological
assessment.

Hamilton Property Conceptual Site Model

The investigation involved sampling soil and
groundwater and analyzing for chemicals of
interest, including petroleum hydrocarbons,
metals, dioxin/furans, and polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons. Detections of chemicals were
compared with cleanup levels, and a site-specific
ecological risk assessment was completed.
In order to appropriately screen data collected
during the FEI, a conceptual site model was
developed to understand current and potential
future human and ecological exposure routes
to chemicals on the Property. The FEI concluded
that there were no chemicals present at levels
that pose a potential threat to human health and
the environment at the Property, and no cleanup
action was needed prior to park development.

Funding Sources and Activities

This project was made possible by leveraging IPG funds from Ecology to complete numerous
assessments and outreach support:
•

Soil and Groundwater Investigation

•

Structural Assessment of the Smokestack
and former Burner

•

Upland and Riparian Wetland Delineations

•

Wetland Hydrology Investigation

•

Cultural Resources Assessments

•

Biological Assessment

•

Community Outreach

•

Redevelopment Strategy and Implementation

